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Press Release 

Final report 

LOPEC 2018: Printed electronics moves into everyday life 

 Exhibition grows by six percent 

 Participants are very satisfied with exhibition and conference 

 Printed electronics opens up new potentials in the healthcare sector 

 Conference with 188 presentations well received  

From OLEDs to intelligent packaging: From March 13 to 15, LOPEC in 

Munich (Germany) showcased groundbreaking developments in flexible 

electronics. The LOPEC Conference provided important stimuli for 

application, research and development. The topic of wellbeing was a 

recurring theme throughout exhibition, conference and supporting 

program. 

 

“LOPEC once again confirmed its status as a visionary platform for the industry. 

This is where trends are being set,” emphasizes Falk Senger, Managing Director 

of Messe München. “The topic of wellbeing in particular turned out to be a 

market of the future with high growth potential.” Dr. Klaus Hecker, Managing 

Director of the OE-A (Organic and Printed Electronics Association) also sees the 

wide range of applications in this area, which includes the pharmaceutical and 

medical industries as well as the sports industry: “The properties of organic and 

printed electronics make the technology particularly interesting for the medical 

sector. Unlike conventional sensors, printed sensors are ultra-thin and flexible. 

They can be worn directly on the skin. This makes, for instance, the 

measurement of long-term ECGs more comfortable for patients.” 

 

The exhibitors and OE-A members Brewer Science, the Swiss Research and 

Development Center CSEM, Holst Centre and the Technical Research Centre of 
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Finland VTT presented additional new developments in the field of medical 

sensor technology and smart textiles.   

 

Innovation platform for the automotive industry  

The automotive industry continues to be a strong driver in the development of 

new applications for printed electronics. Ashutosh Tomar, Principal Engineer 

(Research) at Jaguar Land Rover, sees great opportunities for printed 

electronics in the field of autonomous driving and electro mobility: “The car of the 

future is filled with electronics. From entertainment systems for the driver to 

sensors for monitoring the environment. Without printed electronics, there would 

be no room left for passengers. The need for innovation and implementation 

capabilities is substantial.” 

 

LOPEC Conference: international exchange of know-how 

Researchers, developers and industry representatives from numerous industries 

spent three days discussing the potential and current applications of printed 

electronic components. With 188 conference presentations, the participants were 

given a comprehensive overview of the diverse aspects of printed electronics. 

Wolfgang Mildner, General Chair of LOPEC, is delighted with the tremendous 

reception: “The LOPEC Congress once again demonstrated the importance of 

interdisciplinary work for problem solving. Networking with peers from all over 

the world provides important impulses for advancing the technology and realizing 

new applications.”  

 

LOPEC 2018 in numbers 

About 2,500 participants from 51 countries attended the tenth edition of the 

international exhibition for printed electronics. Hence, the figures are at the same 

level as for the previous event. Besides Germany, the top visitor countries were 

Austria, Great Britain, Switzerland and France. According to the independent 

participant survey conducted by Gelszus Messe-Marktforschung, LOPEC 

received top marks. 97 percent of the respondents rated LOPEC as overall 

excellent to good. In addition, 76 percent of the participants stated that they 

wanted to visit LOPEC again next year (as compared to 64 percent in 2017). The 
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153 exhibitors came from 21 countries. 51 percent came from abroad. The 

exhibition space increased by six percent compared with the previous year. 

 

Service 

Further information and background data can be found at  www.lopec.com.  

Image material is available in the media database . All contributions from LOPEC 

TV can be found on our webpage as well as in the media library.  

 

The next LOPEC will take place from March 19 to 21, 2019. 

 

LOPEC 

LOPEC (Large-area, Organic & Printed Electronics Convention) is the leading international event 

for printed electronics. The combination of an exhibition and a conference is the perfect way to 

depict the complex and dynamic nature of this young industry. 2,585 participants from 50 countries 

attended the event in 2017. There were 154 exhibitors from 17 countries, and 182 conference 

presentations from 22 countries. LOPEC is organized jointly by the OE-A (Organic and Printed 

Electronics Association) and Messe München GmbH. The next event takes place from March 13 to 

15, 2018 at the ICM – Internationales Congress Center München in Munich, Germany. 

www.lopec.com 

 

Messe München 

Messe München is one of the leading exhibition organizers worldwide with more than 50 of its own 

trade shows for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies. Every year, a total of over 

50,000 exhibitors and around three million visitors take part in more than 200 events at the 

exhibition center in Munich, at the ICM – Internationales Congress Center München and the MOC 

Veranstaltungscenter München as well as abroad. Together with its subsidiary companies, Messe 

München organizes trade shows in China, India, Brazil, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, 

Vietnam and Iran. With a network of associated companies in Europe, Asia, Africa and South 

America as well as around 70 representations abroad for over 100 countries, Messe München has 

a global presence. 

 

OE-A 

The OE-A (Organic and Printed Electronics Association) was founded in December 2004 and is 
the leading international industry association for organic and printed electronics. The OE-A 
represents the entire value chain of this industry. The members are world-class global companies 
and institutions, ranging from R&D institutes, mechanical engineering companies and material 
suppliers to producers and end-users. Well over 200 companies from Europe, Asia, North 
America, South America, Africa and Oceania are working together to promote the establishment of 
a competitive production infrastructure for organic and printed electronics. The OE-A is building a 
bridge between science, technology and application. The OE-A is a working group within VDMA. 
www.oe-a.org 
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